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Confidence and Responsibility

"Political culture is usually understood to mean how elected politicians conduct them-

selves. However, the behaviour of politicians is nothing more than a question of edu-
cation, style and general human culture. In my opinion, the quintessence of political
culture is whether we can govern well and wisely, and whether the parliamentary
opposition works in accordance with the refined system of parliamentary democracy.
Political culture is that of a country - of democracy as a whole. Thus, the question is
whether citizens feel that they are also responsible for all the decisions made, since
lunless they aim for a higher level of participation in public life) they take responsibility
for all decisions made by the country, the parliament, the government, the nation with
their single vote. When this feeling and conviction takes shape and we act this way as

a political nation, then we can talk about political culture.”
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Foundation for a Civic Hungary
(Polgari Magyarorszagért Alapitvany (PMA)

“In June 2003, with the agreement of the parlia-

mentary part

s, the Parliament of the Republic of
Hungary enabled the parties to create foundations
subsidised from budgetary resources, At the time,
Gyorgy Matolcsy, our founding president and a for-
mer Economy Minister, felt that the most important
aim of the PMA was to support the sa-called civic
communities’ and increase their strength. This goal
has remained unchanged since.

We believe that the aim of public life and politics - despite all appearances and

bad experiences - must be to promote the individual and communal welfare

and moral responsibility of all membe of the national community, the

development of their capabilities and the living of a life that corresponds to

their identities. Public Life and politics can create a framework for all these

things and help themn along but, in the end, this ‘wealth’ can only come about as
the result of the efforts made by free men and free communities themselves.

Our foundation is conscious of the respansibility that comes with a pioneering

role. As the very first institution of this kind in the new civic democracy created

in Hungary in 1990, we do our best to be as clese to proac , constructive and
responsible citizens and their communities as possible while managing the
taxpayers’ money with responsibility and keeping to our stated objectives.

Five years have passed since our founding, and we can now see the limits of

our possibilities mere clearly. The renewal of multi-party democracy, bar

twenty years old in Hungary, is a task that still awaits us. However, we belie

that, either despite bad governance or in harmony with good governmental
initiatives, we can, in our position, keep the effort to ameliorate public life on
both the local and national levels alive in Hungary's citizens - or, if necessary,

awaken this effort and support it."
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THE AIMS OF THE FOUNDATION FOR A CIVIC HUNGARY INCLUDE

the development of a political culture in the spirit of national commitment and Christian Democracy - organising scientific research for Hungarians

both within Hungary and in the neighbouring countries - educational and instructional activities [organising public life training as a registered insti-

tution offering adult training and education opportunities) - the scientific examination of professional politics, as well as working out new metheds and

policies for the improvement of the quality and efficiency of political activities - supporting the [civic) self-organisation of citizens - fostering talent




Activities of the Foundation for a Civic Hungary

CCEH L EIRE G LRI G ERYC I CH G E civic REVIEW FOUNDATION: its aim is the development of economic and
political science frames of reference in the spirit of national commitment. This organisation publishes the monthly journal
) : . Civic R .t is legally ind dent of the PMA. « CIVIL CONCILIATORY FORUM: its funct to st th vil t
Conferences are organised on the subjects ot demography, national strategy, economic strategy, the ME_ EVI?YV kIiegaly) FHERED Er?[ SIS i ; e R e
mediate civic interests and support different levels and stages of civic education and training courses. It is legally indepen-
dent of the PMA. « ECCLESIASTICAL CONCILIATORY FORUM: this consisis of representatives and individuals fram ecclesiastical

siluation of families, commonwealth and solidarity, human and minority rights, the functions of civic erganisations, the

European Union and quality of life. Research on these subjects is also supported by the foundation. and public life. Its function is to make professional propesals that promote the work of the Church within and beyond

e Hungary's borders. « NATIONAL ARTISTIC SALON: the members af this workshop are recogrised professionals in the lields
MLl | 1° foundation publishes managraphs on the history of political parties, local government studies, of literature, architecture, fine art, music and theatre who attend monthly debates with politicians on the shared tasks and

sociological studies and economic analyses, possibilities of Hungarian culture, « FOUNDATION FOR A CIVIC CULTURE [registration in progress in April 2009]: its aims include

the diminishing of socio-cultural disadvantages both in and outside of Hungary, preserving and promoting national customs
For civic organisations and prefessional warkshaps: educational events, programmes and projects that and cultural values, arganising research, educational and instructional activities, and publishing studies and specialised
strengthen political culture » research on social science, economic policy, sociology, etc. » educational and training prog- textbooks. - INTERN PROGRAMME: Each year, 10 to 15 university students acquire expertise through a three-month period
rammes = supporting the publication of books, other publications, local newsletters and newspapers = palitical-histarical within the framework of the PMA and take part in community building.
research covering the years before and after the fall of Communism in Hungary » placing memorial tablets of local importance AWARD FOR A BIVIE HUNBARY, thisFecdyn Sesalife oTGivic seiiice S is given Tar wo rk THIEBtrB g arns 46

creates communities. Recipients: 2005 - Dalma Madl; 2006 - the creators of the House of Terror Museum: Maria Schmidt,
Attila F, Kovacs and Akas Kovacs; 2007 - human rights defenders llona Ekes and Tamas Gaudi-Nagy; 2008 - researchers
Maria Kopp and Arpad Skrabski. « YOUTH FOR A CIVIC HUNGARY AWARD: this is the juvenile version of the above honour,
given to persons or groups under 35. Recipients: 2006 - the neurcbiology research group at the University of Szeged, led
by Gabor Tamas, shared this award with the editorial office of UFI (Utolsd Figyelmeztetés, Last Calll; 2007 - the shared award
went to the In Europe’s Heart Foundation and to 'Déva motercyclist’ Janos Bujdoso [whe helped organise Hungarian motor-

yclists to re ¢ for the Hungari h > of Déva, R ; 2008 - Hedvig Mal d the Kruchina brothe
NG DRI GERHYTSSE L ER LRGSR Participants include scientists, artists, economic leaders, religious figures and e WL s e L L e I e

TR : . : . shared this award for their civic courage; 2009 - religion teacher Ferenc Varda received the award for his work amang gypsies.
politicians of naticnal commitment. = Subject: the current situation in public life and the condition of the nation. - Venue

ARTS AWARD: awarded to three young artists every year on the recommendation of the National Arts Salon.
and date: Kotcse, Dobozy Manor - each September since 2004

Part E The Berlin-based Konrad Adenauer Foundation and its Budapest office [www.kas.de) are the PMA's

ICET L AT IR Ol The Adult Training Accrediting Board of the National Vocational Education and Adult Training main collaborators. Other partners include the official foundation of the Furopean People’s Party, the Brussels-based
Centre for Eurapean Studies [www.thinkingineurope.eu] and the Istvan Barankovics Foundation [www.barankovics.hu).
We also have professional ties with the foundations of the other political parties and parliamentary factions.

Institution passed a resolution in September 2007 accrediting the Foundation for a Civic Hungary as an adult training

mnstitution, (For further infarmation, please consult our publication cn our training programmes |

(SLITLHGRA LR Business breakfasts and informal meetings are organised with the participation of representatives of the
public, cultural and economic life of the given six language territories resident in Hungary (Budapest Atlantic Forum, Budapest

Francophone Forum, Budapest Japanese Forum, Budapest [talian Forum, German Club Budapest and Russian Club Budapest).




