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Press review: 17th of February, 2010
The EU is set to face some tricky talks with the council of Europe on its bid to join the European human rights convention. Meanwhile, as Iceland prepares to start EU membership talks, Belarus risks being shunned away from any form of cooperation.
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EU Affairs
EU faces 'tricky' talks with Council of Europe
The Council of Europe's new secretary-general, Thorbjørn Jagland, today said that he expects complicated negotiations with the EU in its bid to become a member of the European Convention on Human Rights. In signing the treaty, EU member states agreed to create a legal entity for the EU, so that it could formally deal with other regional or international organisations. Jagland told reporters during a visit to Brussels that he expects the EU's member states to agree on a negotiating mandate in June and to start talks with the Council of Europe shortly after, possibly in July.

Other changes brought by the Lisbon treaty include an agreement by the EU's national governments that EU laws, rules and regulations should be subject to the scrutiny of the European Court of Human Rights. That could result in a flood of cases to the Strasbourg court on issues ranging from the EU's directive on working time to rights of EU citizens living in other member states.  Jagland acknowledged that the EU's membership of the convention would produce “complications”, but argued that “the important thing is that everybody is under the same case law and the same court” in Europe. Council of Europe officials expect the negotiations with the EU to last into 2011. http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/2010/02/eu-faces-tricky-talks-with-council-of-europe/67163.aspx
Enlargement 

Iceland EU membership talks to be recommended
Reykjavik hopes to lead Iceland into the European Union by 2012. An EU official said that next week the European Commission will recommend that the bloc begin the accession talks. The economically beleaguered nordic island of 320,000 people applied last year after the global financial storm had ripped through its banking system.

But gaining EU membership will partly depend on Reykjavik satisfying Britain and the Netherlands, who say Iceland owes them for repaying savers who lost money in Icelandic accounts. The prime minister recently has been lobbying Brussels in hopes of drawing clear lines between the Icesave debt, badly needed economic aid and future EU membership prospects. 
http://www.euronews.net/2010/02/16/iceland-eu-membership-talks-to-be-recommended/
Belarus involvement in EU partnership scheme under threat
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Police on Monday (15 February) arrested the leader of the Union of Poles in Belarus, Angelika Borys, along with around 40 other activists on their way to a rally in Valozhyn, in the west of the country. The sweep follows a raid on the union's headquarters in Grodno last week. The EU's foreign policy chief, Catherine Ashton, has condemned the recent crackdown on ethnic Polish activists by the Belarus government.

"The EU has demonstrated considerable openness to engagement with Belarus, seen also in Belarus' inclusion in the Eastern Partnership. The success of this engagement is conditional on steps towards democratisation and upholding human rights, including minority rights.” The comments were echoed by the president of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek, himself a Pole. The Polish government has also threatened to use its weight in the EU and IMF to harm Belarusian interests unless it backs off. The anti-Polish initiative comes one year ahead of presidential elections in Minsk, with Belarusian analysts saying the country's autocratic leader, Aleksander Lukashenko, is looking to create enemies to help his campaign. 
http://euobserver.com/9/29491
Development 
Economy: IMF disburses over US$ 10 million to Burundi
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on Tuesday announced that it had decided to disburse about US$ 10.1 million to Burundi. The Executive Board of the Fund approved the decision at the end of its third review of Burundi's economic performance under the Extended Credit Facility (ECF) arrangement. The completion of the review on Burundi's ECF performance enabled the immediate disbursement of about US$ 10.1 million under the arrangement. This will bring the total disbursements to the East African country under the arrangement to about US$ 40.5 million.
According to IMF, in a difficult post-conflict environment, the landlocked country's performance under the ECF-supported programme was satisfactory. IMF claims that ECF-supported programmes are based on country-owned poverty reduction strategies adopted in a participatory process involving civil society and development partners and articulated in the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP). Burundi, which became a member of the IMF on 28 September, 1963, has a Fund quota of about US$ 118 million. Financing under the ECF currently carries a zero interest rate, with a grace period of 5Â½ years, and a final maturity of 10 years. The Fund reviews the level of interest rates for all concessional facilities every two years.
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/economy:-imf-disburses-over-us%24-10-million-to-burundi-2010021744311.html
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