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Press review: 19th of February, 2010
Shortly after their approval, the new commissioners are beginning to face the sensitive issues in their sectors. For Malmstrom, one of these issues is irregular immigration.  Ms. Ashton also seems to have her work cut out for her as she tries to tackle present tensions in the Balkans. 
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EU Affairs
With Commissioner Malmstrom tackling EU Home Affairs 
The new European Commission has had its first full 27-member team working meeting. Cecilia Malmstrom is responsible for the bloc’s Home Affairs portfolio. Managing Europe’s boundaries humanely with the practical realities high in mind figured early on the communal agenda… Malmstrom referred to the EU’s external border control agency: “We have evaluated Frontex, how it works, we will strengthen it, we will increase the coordination capacities and make it a better tool in order to work with the Member States on handling irregular immigration but also on making sure that the rule of law and the principle of “non-refoulement” is respected on the Mediterranean.”

She is currently involved in smoothing transatlantic ruffles following the European Parliament’s rejection of the SWIFT bank data sharing deal, and trying to bring EU relations with the Swiss and Libya into trim. A meeting is on the cards with members of the Schengen group to decide a response to Libya’s unilateral and unexplained halt to issuing entry visas to the 25 European nations in the Schengen visa-free zone, a move which Brussels on Tuesday called deplorable. 
http://www.euronews.net/2010/02/17/with-commissioner-malmstrom-tackling-eu-home-affairs/
Enlargement 

Ashton tackles Serb tensions on maiden voyage to Balkans

EU foreign relations chief Catherine Ashton took aim at Serbian nationalist tensions in the western Balkans in a speech on her first trip to the region. "Bosnia and Herzegovina can only join the European Union as one country ...Politics of division and flirtations with secessionist rhetoric are as harmful as they are pointless. Her remarks, delivered to a congress of NGOs in Belgrade on Thursday (18 February), also alluded to Serbia's political and financial support for ethnic Serb enclaves in Kosovo, which refuse to co-operate with the ethnic Albanian government in Pristina.

The Ashton line runs parallel to recent diplomatic complaints made by individual EU powers to Belgrade. Ms Ashton has tried to avoid confrontation in her first three months in the EU foreign relations job. Her speeches are being watched for clues on how she plans to shape EU foreign policy over the next five years. Her Belgrade statement depicted the EU as a guarantor of security, a role formally reserved for Nato, but with French and German leaders recently speaking out in support of a European army. 
http://euobserver.com/9/29510
Ukrainian election result suspended 
Ukraine's Supreme Administrative Court has suspended the official result of the presidential election on 7 February that saw Viktor Yanukovych beat Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko by a margin of 3.5%.  The court has decided to examine Tymoshenko's challenge to the result and is expected to rule before Yanukovych's inauguration next Thursday (25 February). Tymoshenko alleges that many of the votes for Yanukovych were falsified, especially in the mainly Russian-speaking region of Crimea in south-east Ukraine. Yanukovych won a rigged presidential poll in 2004, an event that sparked the Orange Revolution of which Tymoshenko was one of the leaders.

Tymoshenko is also resisting calls to step down as prime minister. She could face a vote of no confidence in parliament if Yanukovych's Party of Regions manages to secure the support of other parties for a new coalition.  International observers have described the poll as free and fair, and the European Union and the United States have congratulated Yanukovych, who is seen as keen to strengthen relations with Russia. 

http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/2010/02/ukrainian-election-result-suspended/67201.aspx
Development 
Ethiopia: EU mission may observe Ethiopian elections 
The European Union (EU) has sent an advance team of experts to Ethiopia to examine whether it would send observers to the African nation's parliamentary elections holding on 23 May, officials said Thursday. The advance team of experts from the European Commission is assessing the environment under which the elections would be held before reporting back to the 27-member EU. The EU is one of the most respected observer missions around the world. Its verdict on how transparent an electoral process has been used as the yardstick to measure democratic progress in Africa.
The team comprises security experts, law experts, well-read on the conduct of election and election planners. The team will recommend to the EU whether to send an election observation mission to Ethiopia ahead of the parliamentary elections. At least 27 million voters have been registered to take part in the elections. However, political parties said they needed more time to have more eligible voters registered.
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/ethiopia:-eu-mission-may-observe-ethiopian-elections-2010021944436.html
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