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Press review: 1st of March, 2010
The new diplomatic service of the European Union is slowly beginning to take shape with a new advisor for Lady Ashton. The service faces no easy tasks, as it will potentially have to deal with tricky situations such as a Ukraine seeking balanced relations with Moscow and Brussels. 
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EU Affairs
Ashton appoints Danish ambassador as adviser
Poul Skytte Christoffersen, Denmark's ambassador to the European Union, has been appointed as a special advisor to Catherine Ashton, the Union's foreign policy chief. Christoffersen, who takes up his new post on Monday (1 March), is to support Ashton in setting up the Union's new diplomatic corps, the European External Action Service (EEAS).  Lene Espersen, Denmark's foreign minister, stressed the importance of the EEAS. “The establishment of the EEAS is one of the biggest challenges we face as we continue the implementation of the Lisbon Treaty,” she said. 
She said that she was pleased with the selection of a Danish diplomat for the new position as Ashton's advisor on the EEAS. Christoffersen - a career diplomat with a degree in economics - is a Brussels insider. He was his country's ambassador to the EU in 1995-2003, when he became ambassador to Italy. In 2006, he was appointed head of cabinet by Mariann Fischer Boel, the European commissioner for agriculture and a fellow Dane. He moved back into his old position as ambassador to the EU in 2009. http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/ashton-appoints-danish-ambassador-as-adviser/67278.aspx
Enlargement 

EU eyes Yanukovic’s Ukraine warily
Ukraine’s new President Viktor Yanukovich says he will lead a “neutral non-aligned European state” for his five-year term. He says he wants equally important relations with Brussels and Moscow, and he will be going west to the EU’s administrative headquarters for his first overseas trip as head of state.

However Yanukovic is a pure product of Soviet-era politics, and is reputedly pro-Russian. He says he wants geography to play a role in Ukraine’s future, straddling east and west, Europe and Asia. Just what are the stakes involved in the political tug-of-war that has made a rope of Ukraine? For the EU encouraging prosperity and stability in a nearby state is part of its European Neighbourhood Policy, and the EU is keen to ensure safe and regular supplies of gas via Ukraine. Moscow will be keen to prevent co-operation going too deep, into NATO membership for example. 

http://www.euronews.net/2010/02/25/eu-eyes-yanukovic-s-ukraine-warily/
Development 
Ethiopia: UK offers US$ 30m for Ethiopia's food programme 
The United Kingdom has announced a donation of £ 20 million (US$ 30 million) to help tackle the current food crisis in Ethiopia, PANA reported from here Saturday. The UK funding will be channelled through the UN World Food Programme, to enable them purchase and distribute food. Ethiopia's 'safety nets' programme helps provide cash or food for eight million people, in return for public work that will improve agricultural productivity and boost the economy. 

In January, the UK announced an additional Â£200m to continue funding the innovative and successful safety net programme. Alongside providing for people's immediate needs, DFID is also helping to deliver major improvements in Ethiopia's health, education, water, agricultural services and economic growth. In the next three to five years, this funding will help to put 2.8 million more children in school, give six million people access to water and ensure an extra 400,000 children reach their fifth birthday. 

http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/ethiopia:-uk-offers-us%24-30m-for-ethiopia%27s-food-programme-2010022844919.html
EP Agenda 

Weekly Agenda:  1-7 March 2010
EU Budget 2011.  The Budgets Committee takes its first step in setting next year’s EU budget when it adopts its guidelines for the procedure ahead (Thursday).
Plenary preparations. The agenda includes Parliament’s annual assessment of EU Foreign and Security Policy, which has added significance given the setting up of the External Action Service, as well as a resolution on the Goldstone report on the Israel-Gaza conflict. MEPs will debate the situation of the Roma in Europe and vote on legislation exempting the smallest businesses from formal accounting requirements, a resolution on the recent European summit and the Europe 2020 economic programme and the EP position on the European digital library project.

Airport security charges.  The Transport Committee votes on legislation setting EU-wide principles to ensure the transparency of charges to users for security arrangements at airports (Monday). 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/event_by_week/10-2010/default_en.htm
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