[image: image1.emf]

Press review: 3rd of March, 2010
The commission has for the first time pronounced itself in favor the Russian pipeline rivaling the Nabucco project. On the enlargement front, experts debate the outcome of the recent expansion and future prospects, while Serbia seeks to push forward its own aspirations. 
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EU Affairs
EU commission changes thinking on Russian pipeline

German energy commissioner Gunther Oettinger on Tuesday (2 March) for the first time signaled openness on behalf of the EU executive towards South Stream, a Russian gas pipeline running through the Black Sea, and seen as a rival to Europe's similar project, Nabucco. Mr Oettinger argued that the Gazprom-backed project would "increase the capacity" for gas imports in Europe and "set up a new infrastructure," alluding to the fact that currently 80 percent of Russia's exports to the EU transits through Ukraine.

So far, the EU commission has stuck to the line that it neither opposes nor backs the construction of South Stream, which is seen as competition to Europe's own project, the Nabucco pipeline, and which would bring gas from the Caspian region directly to southern and eastern Europe via Turkey. Mr Oettinger did repeat the commission line that Brussels is looking at developing this "southern corridor." "The European Union wants a direct connection to the Caspian and the Middle East region," he said in Sofia. But his comments came amid strong criticism from Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borisov, who lashed out at the European Union and the United States for paying Nabucco only lip service. http://euobserver.com/9/29592
Enlargement 

French, German experts scrutinise EU enlargement

Lessons learned from recent EU enlargements and ideas for the future of an even wider Europe shaped recent EurActiv roundtable discussions held in Paris and Berlin. "The [European] Commission strongly pays attention to the issues of corruption and organised crime," said Marzenna Guz-Vetter from the Commission representation in Germany. "The enlargement of 2007 [Romania and Bulgaria] was premature," said Guz-Vetter. "It was a clear political decision." She acknowledged, however, that "the new membership of the ten countries [in 2004] has been a great economic success". "Unfortunately this success was not communicated enough," she deplored.

Thomas Silberhorn, a member of the German parliament for the CSU fraction, was even more critical, claiming that the premature accession of Bulgaria and Romania triggered a relapse in the reform efforts of these countries. This turned out to be a severe burden for internal relationships in the EU, said Silberhorn, who also chairs a CSU task force on foreign affairs, defence and Europe. Meanwhile, the Western Balkan countries have a clear perspective of joining the EU "but due to the experiences with Bulgaria and Romania, we have to return to the path of virtue again," Silberhorn said. Participants in Paris also spoke of "fatigue or indigestion" among members of the enlarged Union. They agreed that the last two enlargements were "perceived badly because they were not explained enough in the East or in the West". http://www.euractiv.com/en/enlargement/french-german-experts-scrutinise-eu-enlargement-news-299885
Expert says poor countries want immediate adaptation to climate change
Stressing that a solution for Kosovo is not an official condition of Serbian accession, Ivo Visković Serbian ambassador in Berlin, said: "The Kosovo situation could be solved fully after we have entered the EU." While Serbia is prepared to make certain sacrifices and concessions, it will not accept the acquisition by Kosovo of formal international or military sovereignty, he stated. The diplomat said the current political leadership in Serbia does not believe Belgrade will rule over Kosovo again but hinted at the need for a face-saving solution.

Visković also stated that Serbia is gradually readying itself for integration into the EU, but its path to accession must not be slowed by scepticism among member states or external issues – such as the recognition of Kosovo. Although the EU refrains from mentioning accession dates for the Western Balkan countries, the Serbian diplomat mentioned 2014 as a possible target date. Visković pointed to Serbia's progress in fulfilling benchmarks and conditions set by the EU, such as meeting the conditions for visa liberalisation. http://www.euractiv.com/en/enlargement/kosovo-problem-will-be-solved-after-serbia-joins-eu-diplomat-says-news-299924
Development 

Italy donates 400,000 euros for demining programme in Angola 
The National Demining Institute (INAD) in Angola has received 400,000 euros from Italy in support of its demining programme, PANA reported here quoting the Angolan News Agency (ANGOP). The money was delivered Tuesday in Luanda, the Angolan capital, by the Italian Embassy in Angola.
This amount was made available to INAD, as part of cooperation between the governments of Angola and Italy. Speaking to the press, the Italian Ambassador in Angola, Giuseppe Mistretta, said the donation was not his country's last assistance to Angola. http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/italy-donates-400,000-euros-for-demining-programme-in-angola-2010030345095.html
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