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Press review: 4th of March, 2010
The post-Lisbon honeymoon period was short lived. Tensions between member states, the Commission, and the European Parliament have once again begun to flare over several topics. Meanwhile, some experts consider that the Barroso II commission will be favorable to European development policy. 
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EU Affairs
MEPs want greater say in shaping foreign policy
EPs will demand a greater say in the creation of the EU's diplomatic corps when they meet next week for a plenary session in Strasbourg. The European Parliament is frustrated that it has been sidelined in the discussions between the European Commission and member states over setting up the European External Action Service (EEAS). 

The MEPs will debate a report drafted by Italy's Gabriele Albertini, who chairs the Parliament's foreign affairs committee, which calls for a greater say for the Parliament in shaping the EU's foreign and security policy.  He calls on Catherine Ashton, the EU's foreign policy chief, to accept MEPs' demands that any senior appointments she makes to the EEAS or to posts as EU Special Representatives should be put through parliamentary hearings. His report includes an annual assessment of the EU's foreign and security policy around the world. http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/meps-want-greater-say-in-shaping-foreign-policy/67294.aspx
Brussels sets out new economic strategy for EU

The Europe 2020 communication lists five EU goals, to be subsequently broken down into national targets, which the EU executive body hopes EU leaders will agree to at a summit later this month. By the year 2020, the commission wants to see 75 percent of the population aged 20-64 in employment, three percent of the EU's GDP invested in research and development, and the successful implementation of the bloc's environmental goals, including a 20 percent reduction in CO2 emissions.

In addition the document says 40 percent of the younger generation should obtain a degree or a diploma, and 20 million less people should be at risk of poverty. Analysts also agree that member states' political will and the commission's ability to ensure implementation will be vital to the strategy's success. The suggestion has already met resistance, however. In a letter to Mr Barroso earlier this week, German Chancellor Angela Merkel objected to suggestions that the new economic goals should be closely linked to supervision of the Stability and Growth Pact.  http://euobserver.com/9/29599
Development 

ActionAid calls on govts to support women in fight against hunger
International aid agency ActionAid has called on governments to put women's rights on the frontline in the fight against hunger. Women are responsible for some 60-80 percent of food production in developing countries, yet they lack access to credit and equipment, ActionAid said, adding that women own less than 2 percent of land in the world and rural women receive less than 10 percent of the credit available in Africa.


Despite some progress since the United Nation's 4th Conference on Women in 1995, which produced the Beijing Platform for Action, ActionAid said in many countries women are still denied the right to own, control or inherit land. The lack of political representation accorded to women in the developing world means that they are forced to suffer in silence as their basic rights are denied. Women farmers also have to compete with governments and companies for access to the land that they have farmed for generations, which is being grabbed for the production of biofuels and other corporate crops. http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/actionaid-calls-on-govts-to-support-women-in-fight-against-hunger-2010030345129.html
The Barroso II Commission: one small step for European development policy 

The approval of the second EU-Commission of José Manuel Barroso by the European Parliament on 9 February 2010 should prove a defining moment for European development policy. The Lisbon Treaty changes the institutional setting for the external relations of the European Union (EU) and while intra-EU horse-trading over policy responsibilities and budgets is ongoing, it is likely that development will play a more prominent role.
Nevertheless, the Treaty was never about to unite trade, development, humanitarian aid and foreign policy into one institution. Nor has it changed the fact that the EU can only act forcefully and coherently when member states’ political will and development imperatives concur. Even so, the trend towards integration of EU external policies is real and the Treaty continues this process. Progress will not be smooth or uniform and although the transition period may be difficult, the Barroso II Commission will have the opportunity to demonstrate the added value of deeper coordination to member governments and citizens.


read the full article here: 

http://bonnsustainabilityportal.de/?p=5348&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+BonnSustainabilityPortal+%28Bonn+Sustainability+Portal%29
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