[image: image1.emf]

Press review: 5th of March, 2010
The EU’s diplomatic future has become a much contested area. The structure and the aims of the new EU diplomatic service seem to be the major sticking points in this turf war between the institutions and member states.
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EU Affairs
Difficult birth' awaits EU diplomatic service
The birth of the European External Action Service, one of the most anticipated innovations of the Lisbon Treaty, will be a difficult one, admitted a top European Commission official yesterday (4 March). At this point, the EEAS is still a blueprint circulated by Ashton's services internally. But it is already attracting nervous reactions from member states and the EU institutions. Without a legal base, the recruitment process has not started yet, although at the highest level EU politicians have expressed the wish to have the EEAS operational by July or even September. 

Once finalised, the EEAS should comprise some 5,000 officials, a size comparable to the foreign policy office of a large European state. The German Foreign Office, for instance, employs some 6,000 diplomats. Vale de Almeida is a key player in the 13-member committee led by Catherine Ashton, the EU's foreign affairs chief, in charge of producing a proposal for setting up the EEAS. Based on her suggestions, EU heads of states and government are expected to come to a decision on the EU's new diplomatic corps by the end of April. 

http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/difficult-birth-awaits-eu-diplomatic-service-news-305778
EU diplomats should target India and China, ministers say

British foreign minister David Miliband and his Swedish counterpart, Carl Bildt, in a joint letter to EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton on Wednesday (3 March) urged the bloc to create "larger and more political" delegations in the capitals of India, Pakistan, China, Brasil and Indonesia. The letter was written ahead of an informal EU foreign ministers' meeting on Friday (5 March) in Cordoba, Spain, which is to debate the structure of the union's new External Action Service (EAS).

Ms Ashton is planning to put forward her final EAS proposal at the end of March. The list of five countries in the letter is merely indicative, with EU diplomats saying that Russia and South Africa are also being targeted for a meaty EU presence. On a related topic, the Miliband-Bildt letter urged Ms Ashton to make sure that member states' diplomats get their fair share of posts in the new service. It said future EAS recruitment procedures should be "transparent and based on merit" and voiced "concern" that EU Council and European Commission officials are holding on to top EU external relations jobs in the run-up to the EAS launch. http://euobserver.com/9/29610
Development 

African Union: Ping appoints Special Envoy for Niger
African Union Commission (AUC) Chairperson Jean Ping has appointed Prof. Albert Tevoedejre from Benin as his Special Envoy for Niger, the Commission announced Thursday. It said the appointment was part of the support provided by the AU to the efforts of ECOWAS to resolve the crisis in Niger, as well as of the follow-up to the relevant decisions of the AU Peace and Security Council on the speedy restoration of constitutional order in that country.

According to the AUC, Ping hopes that the experience of Tevoedejre, his talent and know-how, as well as his extensive knowledge of the region, will help give new impetus to the efforts of ECOWAS and AU, with the support of the rest of the international community, for the early restoration of a constitutional order based on democratic institutions in Niger. The Chairperson has called on all parties in Niger to extend full cooperation to the mediation for the rapid elaboration of a consensual road-map for a way out of the crisis. http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/african-union:-ping-appoints-special-envoy-for-niger-2010030445215.html
International bodies kick off discussion on gender parity in Africa
The UN Millennium Campaign, Femnet and Oxfam GB announced here Thursday the commencement of a series of global conversations to discuss the status of the promises world leaders have made to women in the Millennium Development Goals. Gender equality and empowerment of women make the third goal of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). The UN Millennium Campaign, headquartered in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, was established in 2002 by the UN Secretary General to support citizens' right to hold their governments to account for the achievement of the MDGs.

The global conversations aim to build support and momentum for world leaders' promises to women ahead of International Women's Day, to be marked 8 March and the high-level review of the MDGs, to be held in New York in September.’ The goal of the unscripted conversations is to foster dialogue across borders about these issues, the progress that has been made, the challenges that remain and the roles that governments and citizens in both rich and poor countries have to play in solving these problems,'' the statement said.
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/international-bodies-kick-off-discussion-on-gender-parity-in-africa-2010030445187.html
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