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Press review: 8th of March, 2010
Lady Ashton seems to slowly set into her position as high representative, as she seeks to assert her leading role in EU foreign policy in the Middle East. Meanwhile, her colleague, Council President Herman Van Rompuy is trying to make headway in the Balkans. 
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EU Affairs
Ashton throws down the gauntlet over Gaza trip
EU foreign relations chief Catherine Ashton has said she plans to visit Gaza on her Middle East trip next week, putting Israeli authorities in an awkward position. The Israeli authorities had not yet responded as of Monday morning. But there are concerns that her visit could lend legitimacy to Hamas, which controls the territory and which is listed by the EU as a terrorist entity. 

Israel has in the recent past blocked foreign dignitaries, including French, Belgian and Turkish ministers as well as MEPs, from crossing into the strip from Israel. Irish foreign minister Michael Martin told the Irish Times that he has briefed Ms Ashton about malnutrition and lack of clean drinking water in Gaza as a result of Israel's blockade following his recent visit. http://euobserver.com/9/29624
Enlargement 
Urging cooperation from all sides in Western Balkans
Mirror meetings in Brussels of both Croatian and Serbian leaders, with European Council President Herman Van Rompuy. He said regional cooperation in the Western Balkans is vital to safeguard stability. The two countries were urged to use their influence to help defuse growing tensions in neighbouring Bosnia. Zagreb’s new President, Ivo Josipovic, has said he does not rule out the possibility that each side drop war-related legal complaints against the other.

Serbia’s Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic, with Euronews in Brussels, also discussed new cooperation: “I’m expecting that we both withdraw our cases. This is the best solution. I believe that in the future we will have to be with them, with Bosnia Herzegovina and Montenegro.  n a further sign of developing regional diplomacy, EU member Slovenia has succeeded in bringing together Serbia’s president and the head of self-proclaimed independent Kosovo, the first such contact of these mutually wary entities, to prepare an upcoming Balkan EU integration conference.  

http://www.euronews.net/2010/03/05/urging-cooperation-from-all-sides-in-western-balkans/
Development 

French Foreign Trade Secretary starts African tour
French Foreign Trade Secretary Anne-Marie Idrac will Monday begin a five-day visit to Mauritius, South Africa and Mozambique, of ficial sources told PANA Sunday. While in Mauritius, Ms. Idrac will sign a new investment protection agreement as part of the "environmental programme assistance”. In South Africa, the French Secretary will assess the cooperation between France and South Africa on energy issues and the nuclear programme.

Ms. Idrac will equally address multilateral issues with South African authorities as she promotes the French nuclear offer and the scientific and economic cooperation between Paris and Pretoria. In Mozambique, she will meet with President Armando Guebuza and Finance Minister Manuel Chang to sign the third Debt Reduction-Development Contract (C2D) for 2010-2014 on environment, cultural diversity and Francophony. Ms. Idrac will also sign with Mozambican authorities an agreement that falls with in the framework of the national programme for energy development and access to power.
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/french-foreign-trade-secretary-starts-african-tour-2010030845403.html
World Bank grants Mauritania US$4.5m to improve business climate
The Mauritanian government has implemented the project aimed at improving the economic business climate (PACAE), with the support of the World Bank (WB) which granted the country US$4.5m, the institution said in a statement.

The project aims "to support reforms initiated by the government to create an environment which is favourable to economic activities in general and which attracts investors in particular," the statement said. It is about improving the economic and financial activities to attract and put at ease national and foreign investors, it added. The project is the result of a series of analyses and studies jointly conducted by the World Bank and the Mauritanian government, which took stock of constraints undermining the business climate in the country.http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/world-bank-grants-mauritania-us%244.5m-to-improve-business-climate-2010030845402.html
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