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Press review: 9th of March, 2010
The new European diplomatic service is proving to be a much contested issue, so much so that now the EP is ready to take drastic measures to assert its influence on the matter. Meanwhile, a possible European fund doesn’t seem likely to happen as it would require a further treaty change. 
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EU Affairs
MEPs threaten budget veto over diplomatic service
MEPs fear that current proposals, drawn up and circulated by EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton last week, seek to take away too much of what is directly the European Commission's responsibility. While formally only having the right to be consulted on the setting up of the External Action Service (EAS), MEPs say they intend to make full use of their co-decision powers on finance and staff rules, both of which have to be changed to accommodate it.

But the intricacies of the service and the search for a new balance of power between member states and the commission have unleashed a fierce battle in the EU capital. The commission fears losing key policy areas to the EAS, while member states fear a diluted service with a divided chain of command. The internal squabbling reached such a low point last week that Britain and Sweden wrote a letter to Ms Ashton in which they both pledged support for her plans and warned her not to cede too much ground to the commission and the council secretariat. For Ms Ashton, who sees her main "legacy" as being the EAS, it likely to be a major test even to manage to stick to her timetable of presenting her formal proposal at the end of March and having it agreed by the end of next month. http://euobserver.com/9/29627
Merkel says European fund would require treaty change
German Chancellor Angela Merkel threw her support behind the idea of an IMF-style European Monetary Fund on Monday (8 March), but added that the EU treaty would need to be changed as a result. The reason behind the need for a treaty change is the EU's 'no bail-out' rule, said Ms Merkel, as outlined in the Maastricht treaty which set up the single currency area. 

News that Germany's most senior politician believes the establishment of a European Monetary Fund to help struggling eurozone countries will require a treaty change is unlikely to bring much cheer to EU member states. French officials and analysts have also suggested a treaty change will be necessary, meaning the establishment of a European Monetary Fund could potentially take several years and will certainly not be ready in time to help Greece with its current difficulties.  Doubts over Greece's economy and the prospect of a possible sovereign debt default have brought the eurozone's institutional set up under closer scrutiny in recent weeks. http://euobserver.com/9/29633
Development 

Nigeria: 'Education key to achieving gender equality'
On the occasion of the International Women's day, being marked across the world Monday, education of the girl child has been described as a key element that will accelerates the promotion of equal opportunities for women across Africa. 'When you educate a woman, she will be able to take adequate care of the house hold and with this you have an educated nation. Take my own case as an example, when my father died, my mother stood the ground that I have to complete my University education. This was because she appreciates the importance of education in development of the girl-child,' said Grace Akpabio, an Assistant Director in Nigeria's Women's Affairs Ministry.

Incidentally it is 15 years after the historic conference held on Women in Beijing, China, in 1995. At that conference, world leaders adopted the Beijing Declaration and the platform of action to advance women's equality. Even though the 35 per cent affirmative action is yet to be achieved in most countries in Africa, some countries have taken a significant stride. Rwanda for instance has the highest female members of lawmakers in Africa. 
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/nigeria:-%27education-key-to-achieving-gender-equality%27-2010030845432.html
Zambia commemorates International Women's Day
Activists argue that the struggle for the full emancipation of women is far from over and are calling for more participation of women in political and economic decision-making to realise economic development in the country.

In a message released to commemorate the Day, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) executive director, Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, paid tribute to all women worldwide who contribute so much to the well-being of their families, communities and nations. The UN official appealed to nations to go forward united in the conviction that women's rights are human rights, that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, and that all persons are entitled to live free of discrimination, saying: ``The struggle for gender equality is one of the greatest challenges of our time.''

Fifteen years ago, at the Fourth World Conference on Women, world leaders agreed on a platform for action for equality, development and peace. Many of these agreements are reflected in the Millennium Development Goals to which world leaders have agreed to reduce poverty and put the world on a more sustainable path. These goals and agreements guide policymakers and ordinary citizens to demand change and to hold their governments accountable for the promises they have made, UNFPA said. 
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/zambia-commemorates-international-women%27s-day-2010030845431.html
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