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Press review: 18th of March, 2010
The set up for the European External Action Service is turning out to be more complicated as previously thought, with Member states agreeing on Lady Ashton’s draft, but MEPs sticking to their ground unless their recommendation are taken into consideration. Outside the EU borders, Bosnia is also facing an impasse which threatens to hamper considerably the country’s progress. 
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EU Affairs
EU diplomatic corps risks months-long delay
EU member states are close to agreement on the internal architecture of the bloc's new diplomatic corps, but MEPs are threatening to delay the decision-making process if their ideas are brushed aside. Ms Ashton is to float above the structure with her private cabinet, 11 special envoys and their advisors in a diplomatic taskforce numbering some 300 people.

The draft blueprint is not expected to elicit a dispute. A meeting of Member states' EU ambassadors on Thursday will also debate thornier EAS issues, such as: which parts of the European Commission's budget should be gobbled up by the new institution and what will be the chain of command for heads of EU foreign delegations, which will, in many cases, run EU commission projects, as well as acting as Ms Ashton's envoys. If EU states, Ms Ashton and the EU commission come to terms in the next few weeks, the final EAS mandate could be approved by EU foreign ministers in April, as foreseen in the original schedule. http://euobserver.com/9/29707
Enlargement 

Bosnia stalemate turning into 'frozen conflict' 
The political situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina is "extremely worrisome" and now appears to be turning into a "dormant frozen conflict," Hido Biščević, secretary-general of the Regional Cooperation Council for South Eastern Europe (RCC), told EurActiv in an interview.

Crucial talks on the future of BiH, a country propped up by the West following the 1995 Dayton peace agreement, marked a hardening of the positions of the country's Serb, Croat and Muslim leaders. In particular, the leader of Republika Srpska, Milorad Dodik, has been pushing for a referendum, putting in doubt the country's constitution and the future of a multi-ethnic Bosnia, as envisaged under the Dayton agreement. Biščević said durable stability and regional cooperation in the Western Balkans and SEE could not be envisaged as long as BiH remains an unresolved issue. BiH must remain a country in which the current security and stability architecture, including territorial integrity, is preserved, he insisted. 

http://www.euractiv.com/en/enlargement/bosnia-stalemate-turns-frozen-conflict-news-343803
Development 
Rwanda to launch high-speed communication system April
The metropolitan fiber optics project, a high-speed communication system, will become operational in early April throughout Rwanda, an official source said in Kigali. "At the end of March, the metropolitan fiber optics infrastructure will be fully installed in Rwanda," according to Patrick Nyirishema, assistant executive director of the Rwandan Information Technology Agency.

''The project should connect at least 700 public institutions as well as community development facilities," Nyirishema said, but did not disclose the cost of the project. According to experts in new information and communication technologies (NICTs), the project will significantly lower the cost of telecommunications across the African continent and contribute to bridging the "digital gap". http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/rwanda-to-launch-high-speed-communication-system-april-2010031746038.html
What next for the Joint Africa-EU Strategy?

The Joint Africa-EU Strategy (JAES) was agreed upon at the 2007 Lisbon Summit. The purpose of the new policy framework was to “take the Africa-EU relationship to a new strategic level with a strengthened political partnership and enhanced cooperation at all levels”2. It reflected a bold,

ambitious and innovative response to new geopolitical realities (e.g. emergence of new players such as China, Brazil, India) as well as major changes in Europe and Africa. It was meant to provide an “overarching long-term framework for Africa-EU relations”3, to be implemented through eight thematic partnerships and successive Action Plans (AP). Two years later, the mood seems less euphoric. Many stakeholders on both sides, argue that the JAES is not moving in the right direction –or not fast enough- in terms of modifying substantially the nature and quality of EU-Africa relations as originally intended, despite some qualified successes and the best

efforts of many. The 13th Africa - EU Ministerial Troika in October 2009 acknowledged this state of affairs and invited all stakeholders to proceed to a “fundamental review” of the structures and functioning

mechanisms of the first Action Plan and to come up, if necessary, with proposals for “significant changes”, to be discussed at the next Troika at the end of April 2010. 
****read the full paper: http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Download.nsf/0/32ACD4ACDBD40C76C12576E3003BDC84/$FILE/ECDPM%20What%20future%20for%20the%20JAES_scoping%20paper_DP%2094.pdf
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