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Press review: 8th of April, 2010
The name 'Northern Macedonia' might be acceptable to Athens and create a possible solution to the Macedonia name dispute. The EU parliament seeks change to the Lisbon Treaty over the addition of new MEP’s. Elsewhere, Kyrgyzstan's opposition led by former foreign minister Roza Otunbayeva, had taken power and dissolved parliament after protests forced President Kurmanbek Bakiyev to flee the capital. Furthermore, anti-government protesters stormed Thailand’s parliament in the attempt to force elections, creating a ‘state of emergency’ in Bangkok. 
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EU Affairs
EU parliament seeks change to Lisbon Treaty over new MEPs
Keen to see 18 new brethren join their parliamentary flock, the European Parliament's constitutional affairs committee has given member states the nod to push ahead with changes to the EU's Lisbon Treaty, just months after it was finally ratified. Voting on two reports by centre-right Spanish MEP Inigo Mendez de Vigo on Wednesday (7 April), committee members supported a member state proposal to alter the EU rulebook, adding that an Intergovernmental Conference rather than a time-consuming Convention would be sufficient to discuss the necessary changes. 

http://euobserver.com/9/29822 
Van Rompuy keen to shift some EU summits out of Brussels

Just three months after the Lisbon Treaty entered into force, centralising EU policy-making in Brussels, the union's new president, Herman van Rompuy, has suggested that EU summits should from time-to-time take place in the member state holding the rotating EU presidency.Speaking to press in Vienna on Tuesday (6 April) during his first official visit to Austria as President of the European Union, Mr Rompuy said: "It would be a good idea if at least one major event, such as the European Council, was held in the member state holding the rotating presidency ...That would be a symbol that Europe is not just Brussels, but the 27 member states."

http://euobserver.com/9/29819 

Enlargement

Greece floats solution for Macedonia name dispute
A senior Greek official has indicated that Athens is ready to accept the name 'Northern Macedonia' for its northern neighbour, in a development that could bring an end to the 19-year-old title dispute that has hampered Skopje's EU membership ambitions. Currently referred to as the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) in official terminology, Athens is strongly opposed to a shortening of the country's name to simply "Macedonia," a title already used by a northern province in Greece. "The name 'Northern Macedonia' fits with the settlement as envisaged" by Athens, Greek deputy foreign minister Dimitris Droutsas told national media on Monday (5 April).Should Macedonian leader Nikola Gruevski reject this proposal "he will have to explain to the Macedonian people why he is depriving them of their European prospects," Mr Droutsas added.

http://euobserver.com/15/  
Development 
Kyrgyz opposition seizes power, dissolves parliament 
Kyrgyzstan's opposition said on Thursday it had taken power and dissolved parliament after deadly protests forced President Kurmanbek Bakiyev to flee the capital. Roza Otunbayeva, leader of the interim government, demanded the resignation of the president, whom she helped bring to power five years ago. "People in Kyrgyzstan want to build democracy. What we did yesterday was our answer to the repression and tyranny against the people by the Bakiyev regime," Otunbayeva, who once served as foreign minister under Bakiyev, told the reporters. The uprising, which spread to Bishkek on Wednesday a day after starting in a provincial town, was sparked by discontent over corruption, nepotism and rising prices.
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE6363CR20100408  
Protests force state of emergency in Bangkok. 
Thailand has declared a state of emergency after anti-government protesters stormed the country’s parliament. It is the boldest move so far by demonstrators attempting to force elections and regain the premiership for Thaksin Shinawatra following his ousting last year. In response, the Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva, who is operating out of a military compound, said he would not use force to disperse the crowd. But police fired tear gas on demonstrators to prevent them entering the building. The scene outside parliament was among the most chaotic and confrontational since the protests began on March 12.

http://www.euronews.net/2010/04/07/protests-force-state-of-emergency-in-bangkok/  
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