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Press review: 2nd of March, 2010
The new diplomatic service envisioned under the Lisbon Treaty is causing much strife before it has even been created. The pre-planning for the service is being treated as a tug-war between the EC and member states on who should have more of a say in the matter. Meanwhile, the new Ukrainian leader, while trying to keep relations balanced between Moscow and Brussels, has nevertheless reiterated the desire for EU integration. 
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EU Affairs
Member states and EU commission clash over diplomatic service
The European Commission and EU member states are in the middle of a nasty scrap over who is to have the most influence on Europe's new diplomatic corps.  One major point of contention concerns control over development policy. Member states feel that development policy strategy should be set by themselves and the commission should have the role of implementing decisions.

Ms Ashton's papers outline three possible options for development funds: In the first scenario, the EAS would lead on all stages of development programming, from deciding on the levels of funding to the overall strategy and decisions on national and regional activities.  In the second scenario, the commission could take the lead in national and regional activities - essentially the implementation of an agreed strategy. In the third, responsibility would be split equally between the EAS and the commission, with the former responsible for Latin America and the latter for Africa, the Caribbean and Pacific countries. Another bone of contention is the appointment of the heads of EU embassies. A commission official meanwhile suggested that while talks are "tough", the discussions "are very much a work in progress and Ms Ashton is in listening mode at the moment, aiming to shape a consensus that meets all concerns." http://euobserver.com/9/29581
Enlargement 

Ukraine's Yanukovich pledges to work for EU integration
European integration is the key priority for Ukraine, the country's new president, Viktor Yanukovich, told the Brussels press yesterday (1 March). On his first foreign trip in his new capacity, he met EU leaders but neglected to call in at NATO headquarters. Yanukovich said the EU is also interested in improving relations between Kiev and Moscow.

The EU recognised the presidential elections in Ukraine, the second round of which took place on 7 February, as having been fair. Yanukovich received congratulations on his election from many Western leaders, including NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen.  Barroso said the EU's most far-reaching offer to Ukraine so far is the Association Agreement, which the Union decided to offer Kiev in September 2008. However, due to internal political infighting, not much progress has been achieved since. Last but not least, the Commission president said the sides had discussed visa-free travel and the need to establish a roadmap for achieving this goal. 
http://www.euractiv.com/en/east-mediterranean/ukraine-s-yanukovich-pledges-work-eu-integration-news-299768
Development 
Expert says poor countries want immediate adaptation to climate change
Dr Saleemul Huq, senior fellow in the climate change group of the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED, said those communities were already feeling the impacts of climate change such as more variable weather patterns, drought and floods. 'The vast experiences of vulnerable communities in coping with environmental stresses can be very relevant to other communities who live in other countries or continents,' Huq pointed out. 'By harnessing modern communications technologies we can spread the information as widely as possible so that NGOs, aid agencies and the communities themselves can benefit.'

Meanwhile, Tanzania's State Minister responsible for environment, Dr Bathilda Burian, has told the meeting that Community Based Adaptation initiatives were among the most effective solution to enhance adaptive e capacity of communities to adverse impacts of climate change. 'Community Based Adaptation is a community-led process, based on communities' priorities, needs, knowledge and capacities which should empower people to plan for and cope with the impacts of climate change,' she added.
The next International Conference on Community Based Adaptation to Climate Change will take place in Bangladesh 21-27 February 2011. http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/expert-says-poor-countries-want-immediate-adaptation-to-climate-change-2010030144974.html
Tanzania moves to improve industrial relations

Tanzania will be able to spur economic development and attract more foreign investment if it maintains a stable business environment with harmonious industrial relations, according to US Ambassador Alfonso E. Lenhardt.  Improving labour law compliance is being undertaken as a partnership between the government of Tanzania, trade unions and employers associations with assistance from the International Labour Office (ILO) and the US Department of Labour.

In view of severe economic challenges facing many nations around the world, Lenhardt suggested that strong labour laws should continue to help by protecting both workers and businesses. The project aims to improve awareness among businesses and workers about their rights and the tools available to them; provide training to help small and medium sized enterprises, as key employers and engines of growth in all economies, understand and benefit from the laws; build the capacity of labour inspectors and other labour institutions.
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/tanzania-moves-to-improve-industrial-relations-2010030144976.html
ENoP – EUROPEAN NETWORK OF POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS 

INDEPENDENT ACTORS IN DEMOCRACY PROMOTION, DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AND POLITICAL DIALOGUE

Av. De Cortenbergh 118, B-1000 Brussels ● Tel: +32 2 282 09 48 ● Fax: +32 2 282 09 43 ● Email: info@enop.eu  ● www.enop.eu 

Network Coordinator: Arjen Berkvens ● Network Deputy Coordinator: Andrea Ostheimer ● Project Manager: Friederike Gaensslen 

	[image: image2.jpg]* ok




	This project is 

co-funded by the European Commission
	A project implemented by Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V. and the  partner organizations:
	Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

Fondation Jean-Jaurès 

Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung

Eduardo Frei Stichting
	Heinrich Böll Stiftung

Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung

And by the stakeholder:
Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung


PAGE  
3

[image: image1.emf][image: image2.jpg]