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Press review: 30th of March, 2010
The implications of the Lisbon Treaty seem to be a little more complicated than previously thought. After the new top posts and the new action service, it is now the citizens’ initiative procedure that is causing the latest commotion. Elsewhere, Angela Merkel tries to soften her tone with Turkey but the message remains the same. 
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EU Affairs
EU to kick off citizens' initiative with tougher rules
A conspicuous amount of personal data will be required and specific conditions adhered to before citizens can propose legislation under the citizens' initiative introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, according to a new regulation seen, set to be presented by the European Commission tomorrow (31 March). The European citizens' initiative would therefore enable European citizens and civil society organisations to directly influence the political agenda of the EU for the first time in history. The European Parliament in 2009 adopted a resolution which provides detailed guidelines for implementing the initiative.

However, the promoters of one of the most publicised EU-wide petitions, a campaign to make Brussels the only seat of the European Parliament, have no plans to use the new instrument, which they deem too complex to use despite already claiming to have attracted over 1,270,000 signatories to their initiative.   The Commission hopes that the instrument will favour the development of a genuine European public arena. "I strongly believe that this new instrument will [...] foster greater cross-border public debate about EU policy issues by bringing citizens from a range of countries together in defending one specific issue," the commissioner in charge of the initiative, Maroš Šefčovič, in a hearing at the European Parliament last week. http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/eu-kick-citizens-initiative-tougher-rules-news-393068
Enlargement

Merkel says EU-Turkey talks are 'open-ended'
Speaking to the press, Ms Merkel said she now understood that the term "privileged partnership does not have a good connotation in Turkey." Both Berlin and Paris have peddled the term as an alternative to Turkey's full membership of the EU, something which they vigorously oppose. Turkey rejects the idea saying it opened accession negotiations in late 2005 on the understanding that it would one day join the Union.

But Ms Merkel did not soften her general message that Turkey's EU prospects are not guaranteed.  She also urged Turkey to fulfill a customs agreement with the EU by opening its airports and harbours to traffic from Cyprus, an EU member state Ankara does not recognise.” The most important issue is the implementation of the protocol ... We have to deal with the Cyprus issue. That would be to the benefit of us all," she said. By contrast, Croatia, which started the process at the same time, hopes to become a member of the EU next year. http://euobserver.com/9/29792
Development 
Congo, Qatar sign cooperation agreements
Congo and Qatar on Sunday signed several cooperation agreements during the brief visit to Brazzaville of the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh H a mad Ben Khalifa Al-Thani. These agreements offer the missing legal framework in relations between the two countries which, although established in 2000, did not develop. The signing of the agreements therefore opens a new era in cooperation between Congo and Qatar. The agreements signed in the presence of the Congolese head of state, Denis Sassou Nguesso, have to do with economic, commercial and technical cooperation, establishment of a joint commission and reciprocal promotion and protection of investments.

The two countries also signed a mutual administrative assistance agreement on the appropriate application of customs legislation, prevention, search and combat of customs crimes. The agreements also affect air transport, sports and tourism. Congo and Qatar also signed memorandums on strategic cooperation between Congo's National Oil Company (SNPC) and Qatar petroleum company. Before the signing ceremony, President N'Guesso and his guest held talks at the People's Palace. 

http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/congo,-qatar-sign-cooperation-agreements-2010033046820.html
Vietnam to help Chad improve food security
Vietnamese experts will help Chad implement a series of activities aimed at improving the African country's food security under a tripartite South-South Cooperation agreement signed in Rome, Italy. The activities, which involve irrigation for rice growing and horticulture, increased cereals production, artisanal fishing, bee-keeping and food processing, are part of Chad's five-year, US$ 200 million National Programme for Food Security, which was designed by the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO)).

Fifteen Vietnamese experts and technicians will help Chad implement the activities over two years, according to a news dispatch from the FAO headquarters in Rome. The US$ 2 million in costs will be covered by Chad through a trust fund established with FAO, which will also be providing technical assistance. The agreement was signed by José M. Sumpsi, Assistant Director General in charge of FAO's Technical Cooperation Department, and by Dang Khanh Thoai, the Vietnamese Ambassador to FAO. Chad had previously signed the agreement.
http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/vietnam-to-help-chad-improve-food-security-2010032946797.html
ENoP – EUROPEAN NETWORK OF POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS 

INDEPENDENT ACTORS IN DEMOCRACY PROMOTION, DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AND POLITICAL DIALOGUE

Av. De Cortenbergh 118, B-1000 Brussels ● Tel: +32 2 282 09 48 ● Fax: +32 2 282 09 43 ● Email: info@enop.eu  ● www.enop.eu 

Network Coordinator: Arjen Berkvens ● Network Deputy Coordinator: Andrea Ostheimer ● Project Manager: Friederike Gaensslen 

	[image: image2.jpg]* ok




	This project is 

co-funded by the European Commission
	A project implemented by Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V. and the  partner organizations:
	Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

Fondation Jean-Jaurès 

Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung

Eduardo Frei Stichting
	Heinrich Böll Stiftung

Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung

And by the stakeholder:
Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung


PAGE  
3

[image: image1.emf][image: image2.jpg]